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FOREWORD

Black Range State Park, like the popular
Grampians National Park to the east, protects
rugged and spectacular bushland in an area
where much of the natural vegetation has been
cleared for farming.

The Black Range, similar in character to the
Grampians Ranges, is important for fauna
conservation, contains a rich and diverse flora
and has highly significant Aboriginal art sites.

This Approved Management Plan establishes
the long-term management framework for
protecting the significant conservation and
recreation values of Black Range State Park.
The Park will be managed to protect these
values, and to assist visitors to enjoy low-key
recreation in remote and peaceful settings.

I look forward to the community’s support for
the management of Black Range State Park,
which is one of a very significant group of
parks in western Victoria.

Marie Tehan MP
Minister for Conservation
and Land Management
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APPROVED MANAGEMENT PLAN

This Approved Management Plan has been
prepared under section 17 of the National
Parks Act 1975 (Vic.) and is approved for
implementation.

Rod Gowans
A/Director
National Parks

The Plan provides the basis for the future
management of Black Range State Park.  It was
finalised following consideration of the 15
submissions received on the Draft Plan.

Mark Stone
Chief Executive
Parks Victoria
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SUMMARY

Black Range State Park (11 700 ha) forms a
westerly outlier of the Grampians Ranges.  The
Park protects an important wildlife habitat and
a rich and diverse flora.  It contains highly
significant Aboriginal cultural and
archaeological sites.

The Park will be sensitively managed to protect
its natural and cultural values and provide for
varied recreational experiences including
camping, bushwalking and rock climbing.
Quality facilities and interpretation will be
provided for Park visitors.

The major management directions for the Park
are summarised below.

• Significant flora and fauna species and
plant communities will be conserved by
developing ecologically-based fire

management prescriptions for the Park as
part of the proposed Grampians National
Park/Black Range State Park Fire
Management Plan.

• Significant cultural sites will be protected
from natural processes and inappropriate
recreational activities through the
development of a Rock Art Site Strategy
and individual management statements for
non-Aboriginal cultural sites.

• Pest plant and animal strategies will be
developed for the Park.

• Recreational opportunities will remain
low-key but be enhanced by the provision
of quality facilities, visitor information and
interpretation.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and planning area

Black Range State Park (11 700 ha) is situated
in western Victoria 340 km north-west of
Melbourne (figure 1) and west of the
Grampians Ranges.

1.2 Regional context

The Park is 10 km to the west of the popular
Grampians National Park (167 200 ha) which
is one of the largest national parks in Victoria.
Grampians National Park features rugged
scenery, wildflower displays and Aboriginal art
sites, and offers a wide range of visitor facilities
and recreation opportunities.

Other significant public land in the region
includes the following:

• Mount Arapiles-Tooan State Park, 45 km to
the north-west of the Park, is one of
Australia’s premier rock climbing sites and
has a range of recreation facilities;

• the Grampians State Forest and Claude
Austin Reserve, which surround much of the
Park, offer a range of recreational
opportunities;

• Rocklands Reservoir, which abuts the Park
to the south-east, offers camping, fishing
and a range of water-based activities.

Collectively Black Range State Park,
Grampians National Park and the linking State
forests are important for nature-based
recreational activities and for maintaining
biodiversity in an area where much of the native
vegetation has been cleared for farming.

1.3 Significance of the Park

Black Range State Park makes a valuable
contribution to Victoria’s parks system, which
aims to protect viable representative samples of
the State’s natural environments occurring on
public land.  Parks also provide opportunities
for visitors to enjoy and appreciate natural and
cultural values, and many make important
contributions to tourism.

Black Range State Park is assigned the IUCN
Category II (National Parks) of the United

Nations’ List of National Parks and Protected
Areas.  Category II areas are managed
primarily for ecosystem conservation and
appropriate recreation.

The Park is also listed on the Register of the
National Estate, in recognition of the area’s
outstanding values and its importance as a part
of our heritage.

Significant features of the Park are listed
below.

Natural values

• Rugged sandstone escarpments which
mirror, on a smaller scale, those of the
Grampians Ranges.

• More than 260 native vascular plant
species and nine rare or threatened plant
species.

• Important fauna species, including eight
threatened species.

• Highly significant landscape values.

• Important water catchment values.

Cultural values

• Significant Aboriginal art and occupation
sites.

• Significant European cultural sites.

Tourism and recreational values

• Tranquil settings for a range of
recreational activities, including
bushwalking, camping and rock climbing.

• Destinations complementing (and offering
alternatives to) the popular Grampians
National Park.

1.4 Creation of the Park

Black Range State Park was initially reserved
under Schedule Three (Other Parks) of the
National Parks Act on 21 June 1988 as a result
of the National Parks (Amendment) Act 1987
(Vic.).  It was then transferred to the new
Schedule Two B (State Parks) in 1989.
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The Park resulted from Land Conservation
Council (LCC) South-Western Area District 2
Final Recommendations (LCC 1982).

1.5 Legislation and guidelines

Black Range State Park is reserved and
managed under the provisions of the National
Parks Act.  The Act requires the Director to
preserve and protect the natural condition of the
Park and its natural and other features, and,
subject to this, to provide for the use of the
Park by the public for enjoyment, recreation
and education.  The Act also provides for
appropriate research.

Black Range State Park is managed in
accordance with Parks Victoria guidelines for
the management of parks, LCC
recommendations, and other plans and
guidelines including:

• Horsham Regional Fire Protection Plan
(DCE 1989);

• Code of Practice for Fire Management on
Public Land (CNR 1995a).

1.6 Park management aims

Sections 4 (Objects) and 17 of the National
Parks Act provide the main basis for
management of the Park.  The following
management aims are derived from those
sections and as such broadly govern all aspects
of park management.

Resource conservation

• Preserve and protect the natural
environment.

• Allow natural environmental processes to
continue with the minimum of interference.

• Maintain biodiversity.

• Conserve features of archaeological,
historical and cultural significance.

Park protection

• Protect water catchments and streams.

• Protect human life, the Park and adjacent
lands from injury by fire.

• Eradicate, or otherwise control, introduced
plants, animals and diseases.

The Park visit

• Provide opportunities for appropriate
recreation and tourism.

• Promote and encourage an appreciation,
understanding and enjoyment of the Park’s
natural and cultural values and its
recreational opportunities.

• Encourage appropriate park use and
visitor behaviour, and foster a
conservation ethic in visitors and an
understanding of minimal impact
behaviour.

• Take reasonable steps to ensure the safety
of visitors.

Other

• Provide for and encourage scientific
research, surveys and monitoring that will
contribute to a better understanding and
management of the Park.

• Co-operate with local, State and interstate
government authorities, the community
and other interested organisations to assist
in the management of the Park.
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2 STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS

2.1 Park vision

A future visitor to Black Range State Park,
attracted by appropriate promotion and
information, finds a rugged and spectacular
bushland area adjacent to the Rocklands
Reservoir.  Access to the Park is well
signposted, and visitors within the Park travel
on well graded and maintained gravel roads to
the main tourist locations.

Visitors enjoy a remote and peaceful
recreational experience with basic facilities.
The rugged sandstone cliffs of the Black Range,
spring wildflowers and the sense of Aboriginal
history complement more active recreational
pursuits available within the adjacent State
forest.  Sensitive management and the provision
of quality facilities and information ensure that
the natural values and processes of the Park are
conserved and maintained.

The control of pest plants and animals in
conjunction with adjacent landholders and the
local community, and an increased
understanding of the role of fire in ecological
management, have assisted in improved
management of the natural resources.  As a
result the future of the Park is assured.

2.2 Management directions

Major management directions for the Park are
outlined below.

Resource conservation

• Indigenous plant and animal species and
communities will be identified and
protected.

• Significant cultural sites will be protected
from natural processes and inappropriate
recreational activities.

• A system of ecological burning for the
conservation of significant species will be
investigated and implemented.

Park protection

• Fire protection based on the Horsham
Regional Fire Protection Plan (DCE 1989)
will be implemented.

• Pest plant and animal control strategies
will be developed to complement those for
Grampians National Park.

The Park visit

• The Park will be promoted in a manner
appropriate to its level and values.

• The walking track network will be
maintained to provide a range of walking
opportunities.

• Existing visitor facilities will be well
maintained.

• Improved visitor orientation and
information will be provided.

• Visitor surveys will continue to be
conducted to determine visitor needs and
attitudes, and visitors’ levels of
satisfaction.

Community awareness and involvement

• Volunteer groups will be encouraged and
assisted to undertake appropriate
management tasks within the Park.

• Parks Victoria will co-operate with
adjacent landholders in the protection of
both private property and public land from
fire, pests and other hazards.

• Increased awareness and understanding of
the Park, the parks system and its value
will be encouraged among visitors,
students, the community and Park
neighbours.

2.3 Management zones

A park management zoning scheme has been
developed (table 1) to:

• provide a geographic framework in which to
manage the Park;
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TABLE 1 MANAGEMENT ZONES AND OVERLAY

ZONES OVERLAY

CONSERVATION & RECREATION CONSERVATION SPECIAL PROTECTION

AREAS

AREA/LOCATION 8660 ha, 74% of Park. 3040 ha, 26% of Park. Areas detailed in table 2 and
figure 2.

VALUES Important natural values and scope
for recreation opportunities.

Areas with sensitive natural and
cultural environments.

Discrete significant areas requiring
special attention.

GENERAL

MANAGEMENT

AIM

Protect less sensitive natural
environments and provide for
sustainable dispersed recreation
activities and small-scale recreation
facilities without significant impact
on natural processes.

Protect sensitive natural
environments and provide for
minimal impact recreation activities
and simple visitor facilities subject
to ensuring minimal interference
with natural processes.

Protect specific natural or cultural
values in specific areas and sites
where a special management focus
is required.

access 2WD and 4WD public access
generally available.

Walking only. Depends on particular values.
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• indicate which management directions have
priority in different parts of the Park;

• indicate the levels and types of use
appropriate throughout the Park;

• assist in minimising existing and potential
conflicts between uses and activities, or
between those and the protection of park
values;

• provide a basis for assessing the suitability
of future activities and development
proposals.

Two management zones apply to the Park -
Conservation, and Conservation and
Recreation.

Special Protection Areas for significant natural
and cultural features are used to summarise
requirements additional to those of the
underlying primary zones (table 2).

Table 1 specifies the management zone and
overlay characteristics, and figure 2 shows their
location.

TABLE 2 DETAILS OF SPECIAL PROTECTION AREAS

SITE NO.
(FIGURE 2)

SIGNIFICANT FEATURE SECTION IN PLAN

1 Wildman Cave 3.5

2 Aboriginal art site 3.5

3 Aboriginal art site 3.5
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3 RESOURCE CONSERVATION

3.1 Geological and landform
features

The Black Range, a western outlier of the
Grampians Ranges, consists of outcrops of
quartzose sandstone reaching a maximum
elevation of 520 m at Mount Byron.  The
Range’s distinctive cuesta landform of long,
gentle, west-dipping slopes ending in abrupt
escarpments has resulted from the folding and
tilting of the Grampians Ranges sediments,
which were deposited about 400 million years
ago.  Erosion of the softer sediments has left
exposed rugged rock outcrops.  Scree slopes
are found below escarpments, and outwash
from the Ranges forms the surrounding alluvial
plains.  The major watercourse in the Park, the
Mouchong Creek, has exposed an outcrop of
Cambrian greenstone.  Such outcrops have
limited occurrences in the area.

Type localities for the different rock units in the
Black Range have recently been described
(Cayley & Taylor 1996).  They are important
reference sites against which other rocks can be
compared, and they have a high priority for
preservation for scientific purposes.  An
excursion guide developed in conjunction with
this work will be published with geological
survey map notes.

Aims

• Protect areas of significant geological and
geomorphological interest.

• Provide opportunities for appropriate
research into, and appreciation of,
geological and geomorphological features.

Management strategies

• Provide interpretative material for
geological features in the Park in
conjunction with the Geological Survey
excursion guide (section 5.3).

• Ensure that rock type localities are
protected and their location considered in
any future management.

3.2 Vegetation

Black Range flora is similar in character to
that of the Grampians. More than 260 native
vascular plants have been recorded in the
Park.  Nine species in the Park are rare or
threatened (appendix 1); all are also found in
Grampians National Park.

At least ten Floristic Communities (FCs) have
been recognised in the Park.  Three
Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) are
either endemic and/or described for the first
time in Rankin, Tumino & Peel (in prep.)
(appendix 2).

Lateritic Heathy Woodland, the most species-
rich EVC in the Park, is regarded as being
among the most species-rich vegetation
communities in the world, with an average of
82 species per 30m2 quadrat (Rankin, Tumino
& Peel, in prep.).

Mapping of the EVCs and FCs is currently
under way and will be completed in late 1998.
The EVCs and FCs will be reanalysed and
updated as a result of this mapping.

Fire is a major factor in the ecology of the
Park’s vegetation and its associated fauna.
Many of the plant communities have evolved
with fire.  Plant species in the Park could,
however, be threatened by fires which are too
frequent, or conversely, by long-term fire
exclusion.  Ecologically-based fire
management prescriptions are being
developed for the Park, based on EVCs and
Key Fire Response Species (Tolhurst 1996)
(section 4.1).  This work depends on the
completion of EVC and FC mapping for the
Park.

Threats to the vegetation of the Park include
illegal removal of wildflowers, poorly
managed fire regimes, recreation activities
including bush camping and rock climbing,
and the introduction of Cinnamon Fungus
(section 4.2).
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Aims

• Conserve native vegetation communities in
their natural condition, and maintain genetic
diversity.

• Provide special protection for, and increase
knowledge of, significant plant communities
and species.

Management strategies

• Manage Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
1988 (Vic.) listed flora (appendix 1)
according to approved Action Statements.

• Encourage surveys and research on
significant flora and plant communities in
the Park, and consider that information in
all management actions.

• Complete FC and EVC mapping for the
Park by December 1998.

• Complete research into Key Fire Response
Species and ecologically-based fire
regimes for floristic communities in the
Park.

• Ensure that indigenous plants and
communities are adequately protected
from recreation and management activities
through the implementation of a
Grampians National Park/Black Range
State Park Fire Management Plan (section
4.1), and the development of GIS systems
identifying Victorian Rare or Threatened
(VROT) species and significant sites.

3.3 Fauna

The Black Range, similar in character to the
nearby Grampians Ranges, is important for
fauna conservation, with eight species in the
Park recorded as threatened (appendix 3).

Little specific survey work has been carried out
in the Park, although it has been included in
larger surveys by Emison et al. (1978) and
Menkhorst and Beardsell (1982).

Twenty species of mammals have been
recorded in the Park, including the Brush-tailed
Rock-wallaby which, however, is now thought
to be extinct in the Park.  Large populations of

the Red-necked Wallaby and Eastern and
Western Grey Kangaroo are found in the Park.

A total of 116 bird species has been recorded,
five of which are rare or threatened (appendix
3), but only two reptiles have been recorded for
the Park, which may indicate a lack of surveys
rather than a paucity of species.

Three amphibians are found in the Park and a
number of significant butterfly species have
been observed.  Little is known of the other
invertebrate species of the Park.

Introduced Red Deer, considered wildlife under
the Wildlife Act 1975 (Vic.), are present in the
Park although little is known about their
effects.

Aims

• Protect native fauna communities and
maintain genetic diversity.

• Provide special protection for significant
fauna.

• Increase knowledge of faunal species and
their response to fire.

Management strategies

• Manage Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
listed species (appendix 3) according to
approved Action Statements.

• Encourage surveys of fauna of the Park to
identify their distribution and ecological
requirements.

• Develop appropriate fire regimes, as part
of the Grampians/Black Range Fire
Management Plan, for faunal habitat in
the Park (section 4.1).

• Monitor the Red Deer population to
determine impacts on natural values as a
basis for future management.

3.4 Landscape

The Black Range is a component of the
Grampians Landscape Character Type
described by Leonard and Hammond (1983).
The scenery is similar to that of the Grampians.
Sandstone cliffs contrast with the surrounding
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plains; woodlands are interrupted by water
bodies and rock outcrops; the colour and
texture of the vegetation cover vary with
elevation and season.  To conserve the
landscape, consideration needs to be given to
views from major roads within and outside the
Park, and from major lookouts.

Threats to the landscape character of the Park
come mainly from human activity and
increasing visitor pressure.  The planning and
design of facilities and public utilities, the
utilisation of natural resources, and adjacent
developments (section 7.2), need to be
considered to protect landscape values.

Visual intrusions include two former gravel pits
in the Park.

Aims

• Protect the landscape character of the Park.

• Minimise undesirable visual intrusions.

Management strategies

• Ensure that all new developments are
planned and designed to minimise impacts
on landscape values.

• Minimise visual intrusions into significant
landscapes in the Park (section 7.2).

• Rehabilitate former gravel pits (section
4.3).

3.5 Cultural heritage

Black Range State Park contains significant
Aboriginal cultural sites including rock shelters,
rock art sites, quarries and at least one scarred
tree.  The full extent and significance of sites in
the Park is unknown as most of the Park has
not been surveyed.  All Aboriginal sites and
material are protected under the Archaeological
and Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act 1972
(Vic.) and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984
(Cwlth).

A joint project to study a number of
archaeological collections from sites in south-
western Victoria has been conducted by
LaTrobe University and Aboriginal Affairs

Victoria (AAV) in conjunction with regional
Aboriginal communities.  The finding that use
of one site in the Victoria Range dates back
22 000 years has altered our understanding and
interpretation of Aboriginal culture in the Park.
A report of the project is in preparation (Bird,
Frankel & Van Waarden, in press).

The Black Range is central to the dreaming of
the Jardwadjali people.  Traditional occupation
of the area centred around natural resources
such as water, plant and animal foods, and rock
outcrops for shelter, artwork and stone
procurement.

Much knowledge of earlier Aboriginal culture
was lost during European settlement, and what
is known is based on knowledge gained from
descendants through oral history and from
historical documents and archaeological
research.  Knowledge of past and present
culture in the area is being passed on through
the Brambuk Living Cultural Centre in Halls
Gap and by the Goolum Goolum Aboriginal
Co-operative in Horsham. At this stage cultural
sites in the Black Range are not interpreted,
although some of the rock art sites have
protective cages.

A Rock Art Site Committee has recently been
established to develop a strategy for rock art
sites in Grampians National Park and Black
Range State Park.  The committee, consisting
of representatives from local Aboriginal
communities, AAV and Parks Victoria, has
been established to review management,
develop recommendations and oversee works at
cultural heritage sites.  The three-year strategy
will include management plans and
interpretation for specific sites, and identify
monitoring and other management
requirements.

An application for a native title determination
was lodged with the Native Title Tribunal in
1997 covering, among other areas, Black
Range State Park.

Squatters selected runs on the more fertile
plains surrounding the Park, venturing into the
Range only for limited stock grazing and timber
harvesting.  As a result there are few sites of
European cultural significance in the Park.
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Historic Places identified in the LCC’s Historic
Places Special Investigation (LCC 1997) are
Wildman Cave and a geodetic stone cairn on
Mount Byron.  There is no interpretation for
these sites and no clear access is provided to
Wildman Cave.

Aims

• Protect sites of Aboriginal and European
cultural significance.

• Provide access to, and interpret, selected
Aboriginal and European cultural sites.

Management strategies

• Support archaeological surveys and
documentary research of Aboriginal and
European cultural sites in the Park to
further identify management requirements
and sites requiring protection.

• Assist in the development of, and
implement, a management strategy for
Rock Art Sites.

• Liaise with local Aboriginal groups,
Aboriginal Affairs Victoria and relevant
experts on all Aboriginal-related matters,
particularly:

• works affecting known or suspected
archaeological sites;

• identification, protection and
management of Aboriginal sites;

• education and interpretative programs
about cultural heritage and Aboriginal
themes (section 5.3);

• tourism developments.

• Develop a site plan and interpretation for
Wildman Cave and other significant
European cultural sites where
appropriate.

• Seek expert advice on conservation actions
from relevant experts, particularly in
relation to recommendations for places
listed in the LCC’s Special Investigation
(LCC 1997).
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4 PARK PROTECTION

4.1 Fire management

The National Parks Act requires the Director of
National Parks to ensure that appropriate and
sufficient measures are taken to protect parks
and people from injury by fire.  Three strategic
fire management plans direct fire management
within the Park:  the Code of Practice for Fire
Management on Public Land (CNR 1995a), the
Horsham Region Fire Protection Plan (DCE
1989), and the forthcoming Grampians
National Park/Black Range State Park Fire
Management Plan.

Fire has been a common occurrence within the
Park for many years.  Large areas were burnt
in 1985, 1988, 1991 and 1995.  Co-operation
with the CFA and private landholders for the
common purpose of fire management within the
Park and on adjacent land has minimised the
impact of these fires.

The Muirfoot Track (which is used as a
strategic firebreak) and the Black Range Road
divide the Park into three blocks.

The impact of fire on flora and fauna is
recognised as an important consideration for the
management of the Park.  Fire plays an
essential role in the ecology of various species
and communities that have evolved under
particular fire regimes.  The minimum and
maximum inter-fire periods for various
communities are documented in Tolhurst
(1996) and will form the basis for ecologically-
based fire management prescriptions.

However, management of species and
communities must make reference to the
historical fire regimes experienced. Although
relatively good data is available on fire
occurrences, types and extent within the Park,
this data has not been incorporated into a
Geographic Information System (GIS) capable
of assessing the historical fire regimes.

The management of fire within the Park must
have a holistic approach in order to manage not
only the protection of life and property from the
impact of wildfires but also the requirements
for fire in the ecological management of species
and communities.

Aims

• Protect human life and property and park
values from injury by fire.

• Minimise the adverse effect of fire and fire
suppression methods on park values.

• Develop an ecologically-based fire
management system for the Park.

Management strategies

• Implement fire management within the
Park in accordance with the Horsham
Region Fire Protection Plan and the Code
of Practice for Fire Management on Public
Land.

• Finalise and implement the Grampians
National Park/Black Range State Park
Fire Management Plan.  As a priority:

• complete Floristic Community mapping
(section 3.2);

• include fire history maps;
• identify and map areas of low fuel or

rock as assets to strategic fire
management planning and fuel
reduction burning;

• encourage ongoing research and
undertake monitoring within vegetation
communities to identify their fire
prescriptions and indicator species
(section 3.2).

• Encourage and support scientific research
into the impact of fire on the flora and
fauna of the Park.

• Ensure that staff have adequate training in
fire management, fire suppression, fuel
reduction burning techniques and GIS
applications.

• Assess the operational significance of fire
dams and helipads, and improve as
necessary.

• Undertake appropriate rehabilitation
works, including earthworks and track
maintenance and revegetation, following
fire suppression works.
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• Continue liaison with adjoining
communities, landholders and local CFA
brigades on fire management issues.

4.2 Pest plants and animals, and
diseases

The 92 introduced plants (both exotic and
environmental weeds) which have been
recorded in the Park are generally confined to
boundary areas.

Pest animals recorded in the Park include foxes,
rabbits, feral cats and goats.  All of these have
the potential to impact severely on the native
flora and fauna.

Comprehensive pest animal (NPS 1996a) and
pest plant (NPS 1996b) strategies have been
prepared for the nearby Grampians National
Park.  The strategies contain lists of introduced
species, an assessment of their invasive
potential, priorities for control, and control
methodology.  The proximity of the two Parks
suggests that combined strategies would be
appropriate.

Cinnamon Fungus has not been recorded in the
Park, but it is present in the Grampians.  The
fungus, which can seriously affect native
vegetation and cause the death of susceptible
species, spreads naturally.  However, the
spread can be accelerated through the transport
of infected soil and gravel by road-making
machinery and other vehicles.  Limiting the
spread of the disease can only be achieved
through an up-to-date knowledge of its
distribution, and by restricting access to
uninfected sites at times when conditions are
conducive to further spread.

Aims

• Control, and where possible eradicate, pest
plants and animals.

• Minimise any adverse effects of control
activities on park values.

• Prevent the entry of Cinnamon Fungus to
the Park by natural processes, or by
transport of infected soil by human
activities.

Management strategies

• Develop Pest Plant and Pest Animal
Strategies for the Park, following the
format of Grampians National Park
strategies, that will:

• identify priority species;
• establish target areas for control;
• establish timing, methods and intensity

of control;
• develop monitoring for the effects on

non-target species, and the effectiveness
of control programs.

• Regularly monitor for Cinnamon Fungus
presence in the Park and, if present,
manage in accordance with Parks Victoria
guidelines.

4.3 Soils and catchments

The potential for soil erosion throughout the
Park is high if the protective vegetation cover is
disturbed.  Activities that have an adverse
impact on vegetation, and therefore impact on
soil erosion, include road and track (including
walking track) construction, use and
maintenance; fire; and rehabilitation works
after fire.

The Park contributes high-quality water to the
Wimmera and Rocklands proclaimed water
supply catchments (section 7.2).  All
management activities need to consider likely
impacts on catchment values.

Aims

• Minimise and control soil erosion.

• Protect water supply catchments within the
Park.

• Maintain habitat values of rivers and
streams.

Management strategies

• Minimise soil erosion and impacts on
water quality and catchment values in
planning and undertaking management
activities, particularly road or track
maintenance (section 5.2.1) and fire
management (section 4.1).

• Liaise with relevant Regional Catchment
Management Authorities in regard to park
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management activities which may impact
on catchments and water quality.

• Rehabilitate disturbed areas with
indigenous species in accordance with
Parks Victoria guidelines.
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5 THE PARK VISIT

5.1 The Park visitor

Black Range State Park is in a relatively remote
setting on the western side of Grampians
National Park. Together with the adjoining
Rocklands Reservoir and the Grampians State
Forest, the area provides a picturesque setting
for a range of low-key recreational activities.

The main visitor experiences that the area
offers are:

• general holiday and recreational activities
such as picnicking, walking and camping;

• water-based recreational activities at
Rocklands Reservoir.

Visitor numbers to the Park are reasonably low.
Estimates based primarily on observations at
Burrunj Campground confirm less than 15 000
visitors annually.

Research on visitors to the Park is limited, but
indicates that the majority of visitors are drawn
from the immediate surrounds of western
Victoria and the south-east of South Australia.

Visitors consist mainly of middle to older-aged
couples and family groups.  They are attracted
to the area primarily for fishing, walking and
camping, but also for the opportunity to relax
in a peaceful and quiet setting.  The Park also
attracts some special interest groups for nature
study and rock climbing.

The Park is in the Grampians tourism region,
for which a regional strategy is being
developed.  In this context, the Park will
provide for visitors who are seeking a quieter
alternative to other parks in the region.

Providing for the visitor

Black Range State Park will continue to offer
visitors opportunities to ‘escape’ to a bushland
setting and participate in nature-based
recreation.

Park management will continue to provide
recreation opportunities for visitor segments
such as Family Focused, Out and About
Seniors, Escape to Nature and Natural
Adventurers.  Segments such as Social
Relaxers and Nature Made Easy will be better

catered for in Grampians National Park.  Black
Range State Park will complement the range of
attractions available in Grampians National
Park.  The recommendations of the Grampians
region tourism strategy will also be taken into
account.

Park management will work to facilitate high
quality visitor experiences, at the same time
conserving and protecting the Park’s natural
environment and cultural heritage.  This will
entail maintaining existing facilities and
services and undertaking significant
developments, including:

• improved visitor orientation and signage at
Park entrances;

• enhanced information and interpretative
provision at Burrunj Campground;

• development and promotion of a self-guided
nature trail;

• ongoing monitoring and evaluation of visitor
needs, satisfaction levels and impacts as a
basis for determining future visitor facilities
and services.

Aims

• Provide for visitors in accordance with the
above overview of future management for
visitors.

• Provide high quality information and
interpretation to enhance visitor experiences
and protect the Park’s intrinsic natural and
cultural heritage values.

• Participate in the development and
implementation of a regional tourism
strategy.

Management strategies

• Permit recreational activities in
accordance with table 3.
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TABLE 3 SUMMARY OF RECREATION ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITY MANAGEMENT ZONES AND OVERLAY

1 2 3

Picnicking Yes Yes Yes
Camping
- vehicle-based YC (5.2.3) No No
- dispersed Yes No No
Campfires* - dispersed No No No
Firewood removal No No No
Firewood collection (only for use in fireplaces provided) Yes Yes No
Walking Yes Yes Yes
Bicycle riding Yes No No
Horse riding No No No
Rock climbing/Abseiling Yes YC (5.2.5) No
Fishing N/A N/A N/A
Orienteering/Rogaining No No No
Hunting No No No
Dogs No No No

Zones and overlay:
1 Conservation and Recreation Zone Yes Appropriate
2 Conservation Zone No Not appropriate
3 Special Protection Area YC Conditional - refer to relevant section for details
* fires permitted only in fireplaces provided N/A Not applicable

• Provide and maintain a range of facilities
and services which highlight, but are in
keeping with, the Park’s distinctive
character (sections 5.2, 5.3 and 5.4).

• Apply current market survey findings on
visitor profiles, patterns of behaviour,
expectations and preferences to assist in
park management.

• Establish a program to determine
appropriate levels of recreational activity
consistent with protecting visitor
experiences and park values.

• Encourage all visitors to adopt minimal
impact techniques and to adhere to codes
of conduct appropriate to their activity.

• Adopt a system to monitor visitor numbers
and demand on facilities.

5.2 Visitor recreation activities
and facilities

5.2.1 Vehicle access

Access to the Black Range State Park is
principally from the Henty Highway via
Campbells Lane and Rocklands/Cherrypool
Road in the east.  Access from the south is from
Balmoral via the Rocklands/Cherrypool Road.

Roads and tracks are maintained to provide
access for recreation activities, fire control and
other management activities.

The Rocklands/Cherrypool Road, which is
excised from the Park, provides year-round
access to popular camping sites at Burrunj
Campground and the rest of the Park.  The road
is maintained jointly by Parks Victoria, the
Horsham Rural City and the Southern
Grampians Shire.

Black Range Road and Picnic Ground Road are
accessible to two-wheel drive vehicles all year.
Part of Muirfoot Track is seasonally closed
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during the wetter months.  There is also a small
number of unnamed Management Vehicle Only
tracks, unsuitable for public access.

Gravel for road maintenance is obtained from
pits outside the Park.  Care must be taken not
to introduce Cinnamon Fungus or weeds during
road maintenance operations.

Aim

• Provide and maintain an appropriate
network of roads and tracks for visitor use
and management purposes.

Management strategies

• Manage and permit the use of roads and
tracks in accordance with table 4.

• Maintain tracks additional to those in
table 4 only where required as MVO
tracks, which form part of the perimeter
firebreak system, or for access to apiary
sites, water points or other appropriate
uses.

• Continue to close part of Muirfoot Track
seasonally in consultation with the
Victoria Association of Four-Wheel Drive
Clubs, and ensure that the public is made
aware of seasonal or any temporary
closures before they happen.

• Minimise the impact of road maintenance
and construction on water quality (section
4.3).

• Implement hygiene strategies in all road
maintenance works, in accordance with
Parks Victoria guidelines, to avoid the
introduction of Cinnamon Fungus and
weeds (section 4.2).

5.2.2 Day visits

Day visit opportunities in the Park are focused
around the Mudadgadjin Picnic Area.  Picnic
tables and toilet facilities are provided and a
walking track leads to an Aboriginal rock art
site and the range beyond.

Campfires are permitted only in fireplaces in
the Picnic Area (section 5.2.3).

Aim

• Maintain day visitor facilities in the Park.

Management strategies

• Maintain and enhance day visitor facilities
at Mudadgadjin Picnic Area and provide a
drinking-water tank.

• Continue to monitor visitor numbers and
demand on facilities.

5.2.3 Camping

Vehicle-based camping at Burrunj
Campground is a popular activity, particularly
during holiday periods.  Fireplaces are
provided but visitors must bring all other
facilities.

Some non-vehicle dispersed camping occurs
in the rest of the Park, usually in or adjacent
to rock shelters.

There are opportunities to camp outside the
Park in nearby State forest adjacent to
Rocklands Reservoir.  Mountain Dam
Campground has fireplaces, toilet facilities
for visitors with limited mobility and picnic
facilities, and Rocklands Caravan Park to the
south-west of the Park also caters for
caravans (figure 3).

Aim

• Provide for camping while minimising
impacts on park values.

Management strategies

• Permit dispersed camping within the
Conservation and Recreation Zone, and
encourage use of Burrunj Campground.
Prohibit dispersed camping in the
Conservation Zone and within 1 km of
the campground.

• Allow vehicle-based camping only at
Burrunj Campground.

• Encourage minimal impact camping
practices.
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TABLE 4 MANAGEMENT OF VEHICLE ROADS AND TRACKS

TRACK CURRENT FUTURE MANAGEMENT*/COMMENT

CLASS STATUS

Black Range Road 2 O On road reserve, managed by Horsham Rural
City.

Muirfoot Track 3 O/S Seasonal closure - part of the track only.
Picnic Ground Road 2 O
Rocklands/Cherrypool
Road

2 O Upgrade to Class 1.  Excised from Park.  Joint
management with Horsham Rural City and
Southern Grampians Shire.

East Boundary Track 3 O

*Unchanged unless indicated.
Class: 1 2WD - surfaced, 2 lane, primary road, all weather

2 2WD - surfaced, 1 lane, secondary, all weather
3 4WD - vehicle track, dry weather only

Status: O Open to public vehicles
S Seasonal closure
MVO Management vehicles and walkers only

• Permit fires in only fireplaces provided
and permit use only of non-solid fuel
stoves elsewhere in the Park.

• Permit the collection of fallen timber for
use within fireplaces provided in the
Park (table 3).

• Monitor impacts of dispersed camping,
particularly in the vicinity of rock
shelters, and take appropriate action.

• Inform visitors of other camping
opportunities within the region.

• Encourage visitors to take their rubbish
out with them (bins are not provided).

5.2.4 Bushwalking

The Park offers excellent bushwalking
opportunities.  One walk commences at the
Mudadgadjin Picnic Area and goes to the top of
the Black Range where wonderful views of the
Grampians Ranges and surrounding plains can
be obtained.  More adventurous walkers can

choose to continue along Muirfoot Track to a
walking track leading to Mount Byron.

There is an opportunity to establish an
interpreted walking trail adjacent to Rocklands
Reservoir at the Burrunj Campground.

Aim

• Provide opportunities for a variety of
walking experiences.

Management strategies

• Maintain existing walking tracks to a
standard which is defined through use and
may include benching, draining and
clearing in sections (figure 3).

• Clearly define the walking track from
Mudadgadjin Picnic area to the rock art
sites.

• Develop an interpreted walking trail
adjacent to Burrunj Campground that is
well drained with a good surface, up to
1.5m wide.
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5.2.5 Rock climbing and abseiling

Rock climbing and abseiling is a popular
recreation activity in the Park.  Most climbing
is done either by individuals or by climbers in
small groups, although some school groups
also use the area.

Rock climbing and abseiling activities can
have adverse impacts on access tracks and
around the base of climbs.  These impacts
include damage to vegetation, disturbance to
significant flora and fauna species, soil
compaction and erosion.  The use of bolts and
drill holes to aid climbers has increased in the
Park.  It is used when natural features, such as
cracks and crevices, are unavailable.  Bolting
damages the rock face and may cause some
safety and risk management problems.  Other
impacts on park values include the use of
chalk, wire brushing and the creation of new
tracks.

Aboriginal rock art and archaeological sites are
particularly threatened by rock climbing.  Rock
shelters which may be significant
archaeological sites are sometimes used as base
camps by climbers and school groups.

Aim

• Allow rock climbing and abseiling in
appropriate areas consistent with the
protection of park values.

Management strategies

• Permit rock climbing and abseiling in the
Park, other than in Special Protection
Areas (table 2).

• Promote a minimal impact approach to
climbing and abseiling.

• Prohibit the use of bolts and drill holes
and other climbing aids in the Park.

• Liaise with the rock climbing community in
relation to the conduct of the activity
within the Park.

• Close climbs that pose threats to cultural
sites, significant flora and fauna or other
park values.

• Monitor the impact of rock climbing and
abseiling on park values, and implement
appropriate management actions as
necessary.

5.2.6 Cycling

Cycling, in particular mountain bike riding, is
becoming an increasingly popular recreation
activity in Victoria.  There are only limited
opportunities for cycling in the Park, and
because of the few roads and tracks it is
expected that there will be little demand from
mountain bike riders, who prefer interesting,
challenging and extensive track networks on
which to ride.

Aim

• Provide access for cycling while minimising
environmental damage and conflicts with
other recreation activities.

Management strategies

• Permit cycling on all public vehicle roads.
Apply seasonal closure of public roads to
cycling.

• Prohibit cycling on walking tracks and
Management Vehicle Only tracks.

• Encourage use of the ‘Mountain Bike
Code’(CNR 1993).

5.2.7 Fishing

Fishing is popular in the adjacent Rocklands
Reservoir and many of the anglers camp at the
Burrunj Campground.  There are no fishing
opportunities in the Park because there are no
suitable streams.  Digging for bait, however,
has the potential to degrade some areas of the
Park.

Aim

• Protect park values particularly in relation
to bait collection activities in the Park.

Management strategies

• Encourage anglers to use the Burrunj
campground.
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• Prohibit bait collection in all areas of
the Park.

5.2.8 Dogs

To avoid conflicts between visitors, and to
protect native fauna, dogs are currently not
permitted in the Park.  Dogs are permitted in
the nearby Grampians State Forest.

Aim

• Protect park values and visitor experiences.

Management strategy

• Continue to prohibit dogs in the Park.

5.2.9 Horse riding

Horse riding is not permitted in the Park
because of adverse effects (such as the
introduction of weeds) on conservation values.
Riding is permitted through the Park on Black
Range and on Rocklands/Cherrypool roads,
which are road reserves and not part of the
Park.  There are many opportunities for
recreational horse riding in the nearby
Grampians State Forest.

Aim

• Protect park values, and minimise impacts
of horse riding on adjacent land.

Management strategies

• Prohibit horse riding in the Park.

• Encourage use of the nearby State forest
for horse riding.

• Monitor the impacts of horse riding on
Black Range and Rocklands/Cherrypool
roads, and take appropriate action.

5.2.10 Orienteering and rogaining

Orienteering and rogaining, infrequent
recreation activities within the Park, are
permitted in areas other than Special Protection
Areas subject to the intensity, frequency and
timing of proposed events.

There is no formal orienteering course within
the Park.

Aim

• Minimise the impacts of orienteering and
rogaining on Park visitors and the park
values.

Management strategy

• Allow orienteering and rogaining in areas
other than Special Protection Areas, in
accordance with the relevant Parks
Victoria guidelines.

5.3 Visitor information,
interpretation and education

The provision of visitor information and
interpretation within the Park enables Parks
Victoria to increase public awareness of the
role of park management.  Interpretation is an
important management tool.  It aims to foster a
positive attitude towards the conservation of
natural areas by enhancing visitor empathy,
personal attachment and enjoyment, thereby
increasing understanding and awareness of the
need to maintain and conserve natural areas.

On-site interpretation material in the Park at
present is limited to information boards at
Mudadgadjin Picnic Area and Burrunj
Campground.  There are further opportunities
for interpretation at the Mudadgadjin Art Site,
and in relation to the use of the Park by local
and regional schools groups for nature-based
educational activities.

An interpreted walking trail will be developed
at Burrunj Campground (section 5.2.4).

Aims

• Orientate visitors to the Park and its
features.

• Enhance visitors’ enjoyment and
understanding of the Park’s natural and
cultural values.

• Promote the use of the Park by schools via
appropriate curriculum material.

Management strategies

• Provide adequate visitor orientation
information and safety messages at
entrances to the Park, and in the picnic
ground and camping ground.
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• Ensure that quality directional and
orientation signs are provided.

• Undertake appropriate interpretation of
geological features (section 3.1), Wildman
Cave and, through the Rock Art Site
Strategy, the Mudadgadjin Art Site
(section 3.5).

• Establish and implement monitoring and
maintenance schedules for all
interpretation facilities.

• Liaise with local and regional schools to
increase their awareness of the
educational potential of the Park.

5.4 Commercial tourism
operations

Commercial activity in the Park is limited.
There are currently four commercial tourism
operators who are licensed to use the Park.

Parks Victoria and the Victorian Tourism
Operators Association have jointly developed
accreditation, management and operational
guidelines that aim to ensure economically and
environmentally sustainable tourism use of
public land, and to promote standards for high
quality and safe recreational experiences.

Aims

• Provide opportunities for commercial
tourism operators, consistent with park
management objectives.

• Ensure that operators and their customers
adopt a responsible attitude to the Park
environment.

Management strategies

• Ensure that commercial operators are
licensed and comply with Park Regulations
and Parks Victoria guidelines.

• Encourage commercial operators to assist
in the protection of park values and the
management of its facilities.

• Encourage all commercial operators to be
accredited by a recognised industry body.

5.5 Public safety

The Park’s rugged topography and
opportunities for remote recreation present
inherent dangers and risks to visitors.  Rock
climbing and remote walking present the
greatest risks, but these risks may be minimised
through the provision of appropriate signs and
information.

Parks Victoria has a responsibility to ensure
that park visitors are aware of safety issues and
risks.

Aims

• Promote visitor awareness of safety issues
and risks within the Park.

• Ensure that Park staff are appropriately
trained, prepared and available to assist in
emergencies and to co-operate with
emergency services.

Management strategies

• Encourage visitors to seek information
on any activities they intend to undertake
in the Park.

• Use Park information and signs to
increase visitors’ awareness of safety
issues and potential hazards in the Park.

• Ensure that staff are adequately trained
to assist in search and rescue and other
public safety programs.
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6 COMMUNITY AWARENESS AND INVOLVEMENT

6.1 Friends and volunteers

Friends Groups and volunteers are an important
asset to the management of parks.  These
groups, organised under the auspices of the
Victorian National Parks Association, provide
invaluable assistance through their involvement
in projects that are important in the
management of parks.

There are no Friends or volunteer groups
associated with the Black Range State Park at
present.  Formation of a Friends Group would
assist with the management of works programs
within the Park, enhance relationships with
neighbours, and enhance community awareness
and involvement in the management of the
Park.

The Park offers opportunities for volunteer
work experience activities.

Aim

• Encourage community involvement in park
activities.

Management strategies

• Encourage the formation of, and support,
a Friends Group for the Park.

• Develop and evaluate a long-term
volunteer strategy which incorporates the
skills and interests of volunteer groups as
appropriate in relevant park management
activities.

6.2 Community awareness and
Park neighbours

The Park is relatively small, with a boundary
length of approximately 62 km, and is bordered
mainly by State forest, private land and part of
the Rocklands Reservoir (figure 1).  Major
agricultural enterprises on neighbouring private
land are predominantly sheep and cattle
grazing.  Development of relationships with
Park neighbours through a Good Neighbour
Program will ensure consistent and co-
operative management of the Park and
adjoining land.

Aims

• Increase public awareness of management
activities.

• Encourage sound conservation and land
management practices on private land
adjoining the Park.

Management strategies

• Maintain liaison with local community
groups and landowners, and as
appropriate involve them in relevant
aspects of planning and managing the
Park.

• Apply, and encourage the application of,
the Good Neighbour Policy for
management issues on or near the
boundary of the Park.



Other issues

Black Range State Park 21

7 OTHER ISSUES

7.1 Authorised uses

7.1.1 Apiculture

A maximum of ten sites are available for
apiculture in the Park.  Currently, permits are
issued for nine sites (figure 3).

Aim

• Permit apiculture in a manner that
minimises the effects on park values.

Management strategies

• Continue to allow and manage apiculture
in accordance with Parks Victoria
guidelines.

• Continue to permit up to ten sites to be
licensed at any one time.

• Relocate sites as appropriate in
consultation with the Victorian Apiarists
Association, and as follows:

• allow sites in the Conservation and
Recreation Zone only;

• locate sites where there is suitable
access.

7.1.2 Military training

Adventure training, bushcraft and field
navigation exercises are regularly undertaken
by Defence Force units with minimal impacts
on the Park.  Separate permits are issued for
each exercise.

Aim

• Permit military training activities in a
manner that minimises effects on park
values.

Management strategy

• Ensure that all Defence Force training is
managed in accordance with Parks
Victoria guidelines.

7.2 Boundaries and adjacent uses

The Park adjoins State forest, Rocklands
Reservoir and private farming land.  The
farming land, which is at least partially cleared,
has the potential to impact on the Park’s
ecological processes and landscape.
Thryptomene cutting is also undertaken on
private land adjacent to the Park.

The Grampians State Forest to the east and
Rocklands Reservoir offer camping and other
recreation opportunities not available in the
Park.

There are a number of separate forest areas
adjoining the western and northern boundary of
the Park.

Aims

• Co-operate with adjoining landholders in the
protection of both private and public land
from fire, pests and other hazards.

• Minimise conflicts between park values and
surrounding land use.

Management strategies

• Co-operate with adjoining landholders and
relevant authorities in co-ordinating fire,
pest, erosion, water quality (section 4.3)
and other hazard control programs.

• Liaise with the Forests Service in relation
to activities on adjacent State forest which
may impact on, or augment, the park
experience.

• Ensure that Park managers are
appropriately involved in statutory and
other planning processes in relation to
proposals on land adjacent to the Park.

• Encourage landowners to use covenants
and agreements to enhance conservation
values on adjacent land.
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8 IMPLEMENTATION

A three-year rolling implementation program will be prepared for the Park to ensure efficient
implementation of this Plan.  Priorities for management are identified in table 5 as an initial step in this
process.

TABLE 5 PRIORITY MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES

MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES SECTION IN PLAN

Resource conservation
Complete floristic community mapping 3.2
Assist in developing a Rock Art Site Strategy 3.5
Develop site plans for significant European cultural sites 3.5

Park protection
Finalise and implement the Fire Management Plan 4.1
Assess fire dams 4.1
Develop Pest Plant and Animal Strategies 4.2

The Park visit
Maintain roads and tracks 5.2.1
Provide orientation and information at key visitor sites 5.3

Community awareness and involvement
Liaise with local and regional schools 5.3
Encourage the formation of a Friends group 6.1
Develop a volunteer strategy 6.1

Monitoring and research
Encourage flora and fauna survey 3.2, 3.3
Research Key Fire Response Species 3.2, 4.1
Monitor for Cinnamon Fungus presence 4.2
Monitor Red Deer 3.3
Support archaeological surveys 3.5
Monitor visitor numbers and use 5.1
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APPENDIX 1   RARE OR THREATENED FLORA

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME STATUS

Asperula minima Mossy Woodruff r
Bossiaea rosmarinifolia Grampians Bossiaea r
Comesperma polygalides Small Milkwort v, L
Cyphanthera anthocercidae Large-leaf Ray-flower Rr
Glycine latrobeana Clover Glycine Vv, L
Gonocarpus mezianus Hairy Raspwort r
Pultenaea patellifolia Mt Byron Bush-pea Rr
Senecio hypoleucus Pale Fireweed r
Xanthorrhoea caespitosa Yucca r

Source: NRE (database 1998b).

Conservation status in Victoria (categories from Gullan, Cheal & Walsh 1990)

L Listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
r Rare in Victoria: not considered otherwise threatened.
R Rare in Australia: rare but overall not currently considered Endangered or Vulnerable.
v Vulnerable in Victoria: rare, not presently endangered but likely to become so soon through 

continued depletion
V Vulnerable in Australia: not presently Endangered but at risk of disappearing from the wild over a

longer period through continued depletion.
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APPENDIX 2   ECOLOGICAL VEGETATION CLASSES

EVC# HABITAT DOMINANT SPECIES

OVERSTOREY SHRUB LAYER GROUND LAYER

Alluvial Terraces
Herb-rich Woodland

Poorly drained duplex soils,
shallow sandy loam over clay,
seasonally inundated broad
alluvial flood plains and
drainage lines.

River Red Gum. Common Bog-sedge, Blue Squill,
Pale Sundew, Small St John’s Wort,
Slender Aphelia, Hairy Centrolepis,
Small Wrinklewort.

Granitic Hills
Herb-rich Woodland

Flat to gently sloping fertile
laterised soils, sandstone and
granodiorite derived.

Yellow Box,
Scentbark, River Red
Gum, Long-leaf Box.

Cranberry Heath, Flame Heath,
Honey Pots, Daphne Heath,
Black Wattle.

Weeping Grass, Stinking
Pennywort, Austral Carrot, Yellow
Pennywort, Cotton Fireweed.

*Lateritic Heathy
Woodland

Well drained lateritic soils.
Two floristic communities, one
on north-facing gentle slopes,
midslope on shallower lateritic
soils overlying clay, the other
on deeper soils overlying clay
on floodplains or very gentle
slopes.

Messmate, Yellow
Gum, Brown
Stringybark, Long-leaf
Box, Yellow Box.

Heath Tea-tree, Daphne Heath,
Cranberry Heath, Flame Heath,
Honey-pots, Silver Banksia,
Common Correa, Common
Beard Heath, Downy Dodder-
laurel, Common Flat Pea.

Yam Daisy, Scarlet Sundew,
Common Bog-sedge, Weeping
Grass, Blue Pincushion.

Dundas Tableland
Grassy Woodland

Lateritic shallow fine sandy
clay loams, clay impedes
drainage, undulating lower to
midslopes and plains, may be
seasonally inundated.

Yellow Gum, Yellow
Box and River Red
Gum.

Cranberry Heath. Sheep’s Burr, Austral Carrot,
Weeping Grass, Creeping Cudweed,
Stinking Pennywort, Small St
John’s Wort.

*Outwash Slopes
Heathy Woodland

Outwash sands and sandy clay
loams, gentle north and east
facing slopes.

Messmate, Brown
Stringybark.

Heath Tea-tree, Pink-bells,
Horny Cone-bush, Austral
Grass-tree

Tall Sundew, Scented Sundew.
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Appendix 2 (cont.)

EVC# HABITAT DOMINANT SPECIES

OVERSTOREY SHRUB LAYER GROUND LAYER

Riparian Scrub Along gullies, creeks, and
small streams, gentle gradient,
anaerobic fine sandy loams,
organic matter rich.

Scented Paperbark, Prickly Tea-
tree, Woolly Tea-tree, Coral
Fern.

Spreading Rope-rush, Square Twig-
sedge.

Rocky Outcrop
Shrubland/Herbland
Mosaic

Westerly aspect sandstones,
steep mid to upper slopes.

Oyster Bay Cypress-
pine.

Wedge-leaf Hop-bush, Manuka,
Shiny Tea-tree.

Sand Heath Frequently waterlogged loamy
sands, outwash alluvium,
impeding clay layer.

Silver Banksia, Heath Tea-tree,
Slender Sheoke, Prickly Tea-
tree, Common Rice-flower,
Prickly Geebung, Smooth Parrot
Pea.

Tassel Rope-rush.

*Sedgy Riparian
Woodland

Riparian creek flats, frequently
inundated, occasionally heads
of gullies, various soils,
variable organic matter,
usually deep and moderately
well drained.

Swamp Gum. Prickly Moses, Blackwood,
Black Wattle, Wirilda, Woolly
Tea-tree, Manuka, Scented
Paperbark.

Wet Heath Outwash plains, poorly drained
sandy loams, peaty organic
matter rich, drainage impeding
clay.

Prickly Tea-tree, Scented
Paperbark, Slender Dodder-
laurel.

Swamp Selaginella, Flat Cord-rush,
Button Grass.

#Ecological Vegetation Classes combine defined floristic communities, to a set of ecological processes, in a three level hierarchy:
• Ecological Vegetation Classes
• Floristic community
• Floristic sub-community
* Endemic to or described for the first time as a result of the Greater Grampians Study Area.
Source: Rankin, Tumino & Peel (in prep.)
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APPENDIX 3   THREATENED FAUNA

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME STATUS

Mammals

Petrogale penicillata Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby CE, L (presumed
extinct in the Park)

Pseudomys shortridgei Heath Mouse nt, L

Birds

Phalacrocorax varius Pied Cormorant nt

Grus rubicunda Brolga Vul, L

Platalea regia Royal Spoonbill Vul

Stictonetta naevosa Freckled Duck End, L

Haliaeetus leucogaster White-bellied Sea-Eagle End, L

Insect

Heteronympha cordace wilsoni Butterfly Vul

Source: NRE (database 1998a)

Conservation status in Victoria (NRE 1998 and CNR 1995b):

CE Critically endangered
End Endangered
L Listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
nt Near threatened
Vul Vulnerable
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